
Welcome to the Eating City Ecosystem 

Where Controversy Becomes Collaboration 

For more than thirteen years, the Eating City Summer Campus has brought together people from around 
the world who believe that food is one of the most powerful drivers of health, sustainability, democracy and 
quality of life. 

The 2026 edition marks the beginning of a new chapter. The Summer Campus is no longer simply a one-
week international learning experience; it becomes the starting point of the Eating City Ecosystem—a 
permanent international community where Eating City Ambassadors, Innovation & Technology 
Participants and Challenge Partners work together to transform ideas into long-term collaborations, 
innovation projects and Proofs of Concept. 

This year's edition is built around the Villarceaux Controversy, exploring three fundamental questions that 
are reshaping food systems worldwide: 

• Human Well-being or Technological Dependency?  

• Local Resilience or Global Optimisation?  

• Food Democracy or Algorithmic Governance?  

Rather than seeking immediate answers, the Campus creates a space where different generations, 
disciplines and professional cultures can openly discuss these controversies, challenge established 
paradigms and co-design new solutions. 

The objective is not to produce another final declaration, but to launch an ongoing dialogue that continues 
beyond Villarceaux through the Eating City Ecosystem. Starting from public food services—one of the most 
powerful levers for transforming food systems—we invite everyone to take a seat at the same table and 
contribute to building healthier, more sustainable and more resilient food systems together. 

More than a Summer School 

The Eating City Summer Campus 2026 is much more than a traditional educational programme. It is a living 
laboratory where research, innovation, public policies and real-world experience come together to explore 
the future of food systems. 

This year's programme is built upon the knowledge and results generated by four major European initiatives
—SchoolFood4Change, GreenPaths, Food Wise and AI-ProFood—which collectively provide the scientific, 
technological and policy framework for the Campus. Participants will have the opportunity to engage 
directly with the ideas, methodologies and practical experiences developed through these projects, while 
contributing their own perspectives to the next generation of solutions. 

Throughout the week, international networking, collaborative workshops, European research, public policy, 
artificial intelligence, sustainable food systems and social innovation will converge in a unique learning 
environment where dialogue extends beyond the classroom. The Human Tech Hackathon, field experiences 
and intercultural exchange will encourage participants to transform knowledge into concrete ideas, building 
relationships and collaborations that continue well beyond the end of the Summer Campus. 

Who Should Apply? 

We particularly encourage applications from people who have never participated in an Eating City Summer 
Campus and who wish to become part of the Eating City Ecosystem. 

We welcome applications from individuals with diverse academic, professional and cultural backgrounds, 
including researchers, entrepreneurs, start-up founders, public officials, designers, AI and technology 



specialists, sustainability practitioners, health professionals, food system experts, corporate innovators and 
other professionals who are committed to shaping healthier, more sustainable and more resilient food 
systems. 

Above all, we are looking for curious, collaborative and open-minded people who are willing to exchange 
ideas across generations, disciplines and cultures, and to actively contribute to the unique learning 
experience that has characterised the Eating City Summer Campus for more than thirteen years. 

There is no longer a strict age limit. 

There is no strict age limit for participation. Approximately 50% of the 20 selected participants will be 
members of the Eating City Ambassadors network who have previously attended the Summer Campus, 
while the remaining places are reserved for new applicants. Selection will aim to create a balanced mix of 
generations, gender, professional backgrounds and cultures. Although the ideal profile is generally up to 35 
years of age, motivation, openness and the willingness to engage in an intergenerational dialogue are far 
more important than age itself. Participants should also be comfortable sharing a twin room, as this is an 
essential part of the Campus's collaborative and community spirit. 

We are no longer selecting participants because of their age. We are selecting people for the value they 
can bring to an intergenerational dialogue that can shape the future of food systems. 

 

📍  La Bergerie de Villarceaux (France)   📅  1–7 September 2026 

This year's theme: From Controversy to Impact 

Because the future is built through dialogue—not consensus. 

📩  Apply no later than 15 July 2026 

In the frame of: 

 


