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Dear Friends, 

Whether you joined us in Villarceaux many years ago or only recently, you have been part of a remarkable 

journey. Since 2013, more than 300 young professionals from 68 countries have contributed to building an 

international community committed to healthier, fairer, and more sustainable food systems. Many of you 

have become leaders in public institutions, universities, NGOs, businesses, and international organizations, 

carrying the spirit of Eating City into your daily work. 

Today, we are delighted to invite you to become part of the next chapter. 

From 1 to 7 September 2026, we will meet again at La Bergerie de Villarceaux, France, for a completely 

renewed edition of the Eating City Summer Campus, dedicated to: 

FROM CONTROVERSY TO IMPACT: The Villarceaux Controversy - Food, Innovation and Human 

Responsibility 

Artificial Intelligence, new business models, demographic change, and climate challenges are rapidly 

transforming our food systems. This year's Campus will explore one fundamental question: 

How can innovation improve people's lives without replacing human responsibility? 

Around this question we will discuss three major controversies: 

• Human Well-being or Technological Dependency? 

• Local Resilience or Global Optimisation? 

• Food Democracy or Algorithmic Governance? 

The 2026 edition also marks an important evolution. 

Rather than remaining a one-week educational event, the Summer Campus becomes the starting point for 

the Eating City Ecosystem: a permanent international community that connects young professionals, 

researchers, companies, cities, foundations, and public institutions around shared challenges and long-term 

collaboration. 

During the Campus, we will present the results of three major European initiatives that many of you have 

helped build over the past years: 

• SchoolFood4Change, promoting healthier and more sustainable school food systems across 

Europe; https://schoolfood4change.eu/  

• GreenPaths, exploring just transition pathways and sustainable food governance; 

https://greenpaths.info/    

• Food Wise, dedicated to reducing food waste and encouraging behavioural change. 

https://www.foodwise.info/  

And as side event, we will guest one of the first presentations of AI-ProFood, a new European project 

coordinated by the University of Turin, AI-ProFood is developing an innovative AI and blockchain platform 

to support sustainable public food procurement, helping public authorities and catering professionals make 

more informed, transparent, and sustainable decisions across the entire procurement process. 

http://www.eatingcity.org/
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The discussions and controversies developed during the week will help identify and validate the most 

relevant challenges that will shape the future activities of the Eating City Ecosystem. These challenges will 

then feed our new Human Tech Hackathon—not as a competition limited to one week, but as an ongoing 

collaborative innovation process where participants, researchers and Challenge Partners continue working 

together after Villarceaux to develop concrete projects, partnerships and Proofs of Concept. 

As always, participation is completely free of charge. 

The organisers will provide: 

• Accommodation at La Bergerie de Villarceaux 

• All meals and coffee breaks 

• Educational activities and workshops 

• Local transfers from Cergy-le-Haut (RER A Line from Paris) 

In addition, to encourage participation from across Europe, a travel contribution will be available for 

participants travelling from European countries. The amount of the contribution will vary according to the 

distance travelled and will be allocated to the first 12  participants who confirm their participation, subject 

to the available budget. 

As the number of places is limited, (24 in Total)  we kindly ask you to confirm your participation by email to 

m.mariani@eatingcity.org no later than 15 July 2026. We therefore encourage you to reply as soon as 

possible in order to secure your place and, where applicable, your travel contribution. 

Finally, if you know colleagues, young researchers or professionals who share the values of Eating City and 

whom you believe would enrich this international community, please feel free to forward this invitation to 

them. 

We sincerely hope to welcome you back to Villarceaux and to continue writing, together, the next chapter 

of the Eating City story. 

With our warmest regards, 

Marcieux 03/07/2026 

Maurizio Mariani 

Director 

Eating City International Platform 

m.mariani@eatingcity.org  

Ph 0033 6 19165878 (only WA Msg) 

 

 

Info about previous editions: https://www.eatingcity.org/summer-campus/ 

Info about the venue:: https://www.bergerie-villarceaux.org/ 
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