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Dear Colleagues, 

Since 2013, the Eating City Summer Campus has brought together more than 300 young professionals 

from 68 countries, becoming one of Europe's leading international programs dedicated to food systems, 

sustainability, public procurement, and innovation. 

Over the years, the Campus has created an international network of researchers, entrepreneurs, public 

officials, food professionals and future leaders who continue to collaborate long after the event itself. 

The 2026 edition represents a major evolution. 

For the first time, the Summer Campus moves beyond the traditional educational format to become the 

starting point of the Eating City Ecosystem: a permanent platform connecting businesses, research 

organisations, cities, public authorities, foundations and young innovators around the major challenges 

shaping the future of food systems. 

Under the theme: 

FROM CONTROVERSY TO IMPACT - The Villarceaux Controversy - Food, Innovation and Human 

Responsibility, participants will explore one fundamental question: 

How can innovation improve people's lives without replacing human responsibility? 

Throughout the week, discussions will focus on three major controversies: 

• Human Well-being or Technological Dependency? 

• Local Resilience or Global Optimisation? 

• Food Democracy or Algorithmic Governance? 

The program will also present the results of leading European initiatives, including SchoolFood4Change, 

GreenPaths, and Food Wise, together with one of the first presentations of AI-ProFood, a new European 

project coordinated by the University of Turin, developing an Artificial Intelligence and Blockchain platform 

to support more sustainable and transparent public food procurement. 

Why become a Challenge Partner? 

Unlike a traditional sponsorship program, the Summer Campus invites organizations to become Challenge 

Partners. Challenge Partners do not simply support the event—they actively contribute to it by bringing 

real strategic questions, innovation needs and operational challenges to an international multidisciplinary 

community of young professionals, researchers and experts. 

During the Campus, participants will analyze these challenges and develop innovative ideas through the 

new Human Tech Hackathon. 

More importantly, the Hackathon is not limited to the week in Villarceaux. 

The Campus marks the beginning of a permanent innovation process where the most promising ideas may 

continue to evolve after the event through collaborations between Challenge Partners, researchers, and 

participants, leading to new projects, partnerships, and potential Proofs of Concept (PoCs). 

Our ambition is to build a long-term ecosystem where companies are no longer external sponsors but 

active co-creators of innovation. 

http://www.eatingcity.org/
mailto:info@eatingcity.org
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Challenge Partner Contribution 

The Challenge Partner contribution is €3,000 (VAT excluded if any) 

This contribution includes: 

• Participation of one company representative throughout the entire Summer Campus; 

• Accommodation and full board (meals and coffee breaks) for one delegate from 1 to 7 September 

2026; 

• Participation in all educational sessions, workshops, networking activities and the Human Tech 

Hackathon; 

• The opportunity to present one strategic challenge during the Campus; 

• Direct interaction with an international community of researchers, innovators and future 

professionals; 

• Visibility as an official Challenge Partner; 

• Company logo displayed on: 

o all official communication materials; 

o the Eating City Summer Campus 2026 webpage; 

o the final programme and event documentation; 

o selected communication and dissemination activities during and after the Campus; 

• The possibility of continuing collaboration with participants after the Campus for the development 

of a Proof of Concept or other collaborative initiatives. 

 

Travel to France remains the responsibility of the participating organization. 

Confirmation 

As the number of Challenge Partners is intentionally limited in order to ensure meaningful interaction with 

participants, we kindly invite organisations wishing to participate to confirm their interest no later than 15 

July 2026 by contacting: m.mariani@eatingcity.org 

Following confirmation, the organisers will provide the Partnership Agreement, practical information and 

guidance for preparing the challenge to be presented during the Campus. 

We would be delighted to welcome your organization as one of the founding members of the Eating City 

Ecosystem, contributing to a new European platform where innovation, public value, and human 

responsibility come together to shape the future of food systems. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Villarceaux. 

With our warmest regards, 

Marcieux 03/07/2026 

Maurizio Mariani 

Director 

Eating City International Platform 

m.mariani@eatingcity.org  

Ph 0033 6 19165878 (only WA Msg) 

http://www.eatingcity.org/
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Info about previous editions: https://www.eatingcity.org/summer-campus/ 

Info about the venue:: https://www.bergerie-villarceaux.org/ 

http://www.eatingcity.org/
mailto:info@eatingcity.org
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