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Dear Friends, 

Since 2013, the Eating City Summer Campus has welcomed more than 300 young professionals from 68 

countries, establishing itself as one of Europe's most recognized international learning experiences focused 

on food systems, public policies, and sustainability. Over the years, participants from universities, public 

institutions, NGOs, businesses, and international organizations have collaborated to explore innovative 

approaches to food governance, public procurement, healthy diets, gastronomy, and territorial 

development. 

Today, we are delighted to invite you to join this international community. 

From 1 to 7 September 2026, we will gather once again at La Bergerie de Villarceaux, France, for a 

completely renewed edition of the Summer Campus. 

This year represents an important turning point. 

Rather than being simply a one-week educational program, the Campus becomes the starting point of the 

Eating City Ecosystem: a permanent international community connecting young professionals, researchers, 

companies, cities, public institutions, and foundations around shared challenges and collaborative 

innovation. 

This year's theme, 

FROM CONTROVERSY TO IMPACT: The Villarceaux Controversy – Food, Innovation and Human 

Responsibility, invites participants to address one fundamental question: 

How can innovation improve people's lives without replacing human responsibility? 

Together we will explore three major controversies that are reshaping food systems worldwide: 

• Human Well-being or Technological Dependency? 

• Local Resilience or Global Optimisation? 

• Food Democracy or Algorithmic Governance? 

During the Campus, participants will discover the outcomes of major European initiatives, including: 

• SchoolFood4Change, promoting healthier and more sustainable school food systems across 

Europe; https://schoolfood4change.eu/ 

• GreenPaths, exploring just transition pathways and sustainable food governance; 

https://greenpaths.info/ 

• Food Wise, developing innovative strategies to reduce food waste and encourage behavioural 

change. https://www.foodwise.info/ 

The program will also include one of the first presentations of AI-ProFood, a new European project 

coordinated by the University of Turin, developing an innovative Artificial Intelligence and Blockchain 

platform to support sustainable public food procurement, helping public authorities and catering 

professionals make more informed, transparent, and sustainable decisions. 

The discussions and controversies that developed throughout the week will identify the most relevant 

challenges for the future of food systems and serve as the starting point for our new Human Tech 

Hackathon. Rather than being a competition limited to one week, it is designed as the beginning of an 
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ongoing innovation process where participants, researchers and Challenge Partners continue collaborating 

after Villarceaux to develop new partnerships, projects and Proofs of Concept. 

Participation in the Summer Campus is completely free of charge. 

The organisers will provide: 

• Accommodation at La Bergerie de Villarceaux 

• All meals and coffee breaks 

• Educational activities and workshops 

• Local transfers from Cergy-le-Haut (RER A) 

 

For organizational and logistical purposes, all participants are kindly requested to send a copy of their 

outbound and return flight or train tickets to the organizers immediately after booking. This information is 

essential to coordinate shuttle transfers between Cergy-Le-Haut RER A Station and La Bergerie de 

Villarceaux and to ensure the smooth organization of arrivals and departures. Please note that participation 

can only be finally confirmed once the organizers have received a copy of both travel tickets. 

As the number of places is limited (24 in Total), we kindly ask you to confirm your participation by email to 

m.mariani@eatingcity.org no later than 25 July 2026. We therefore encourage you to reply as soon as 

possible in order to secure your place . 

If you are applying to the Summer Campus for the first time, please also attach: 

• Your Curriculum Vitae (maximum two pages); 

• A short motivation letter (maximum one page) explaining why you would like to participate 

and how you believe your experience can contribute to the Campus community. 

Successful applicants will receive confirmation from the Organizing Committee by 27 of July 2026. 

We sincerely hope to welcome you to Villarceaux and to begin a new chapter together in the Eating City 

story. 

With our warmest regards, 

Marcieux 03/07/2026 

Maurizio Mariani 

Director 

Eating City International Platform 

m.mariani@eatingcity.org  

Ph 0033 6 19165878 (only WA Msg) 

 

 

Info about previous editions: https://www.eatingcity.org/summer-campus/ 

Info about the venue:: https://www.bergerie-villarceaux.org/ 
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